
43

STUDIA HUMANISTYCZNE AGH

http://dx.doi.org/10.7494/human.2013.12.1.43

URBANIZING SOVEREIGNTY.  
STATE BORDERS AND SPACE USES1 

-

-
ties. Such complication means the acceleration of production of various spatial units – different from nation-

scalar regime. In the studied case, the program framework for this scalar regime was the joint application of 
Goerlitz-Zgorzelec for the status European Capital of Culture 2010 (ECC).

In this article I am questioning 
-

 
lasting prioritizations of meanings and practices transforming social life – co-produced and 

-

 * 

 1 -
grams of the Central European University Foundation (CEUBPF). The theses explained herein are representing 



44

SIARHEI LIUBIMAU

implies more data corresponding to the chosen issue in relative spatial compactness. In other 

since they are crucial for the phenomenon of nation-state sovereignty and for the production 

These modes are co-constitutive in relation to the communicated properties of entities and, in 
this way, to entities themselves. In this perspective spatial entities are dependent on each other 

localized clashes of various sovereignty regimes. Such clashes are primarily part and parcel 

make the entities of nation states repeat and, hence, equivalently communicated. Such equiva-

after the Cold War is the content of such repetition and equivalence. Precisely, equivalence 
-

ers, and in this way changes these entities. So in the case of the entities of nation-states it is 
precisely their equivalence which changes their sovereignty regimes.

-

the meta-process of the production of spatial entities. On the contrary, sovereignty is extensive 
-
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larger spatial units2 suggests that sovereignty is a regime 

-

forms. Christopher Rudolph portrays the evolution of domestic sovereignty (whose essence was 

the defense of internal national systems from external players), and, further on, to interdepen-
dence sovereignty (it provides a form of the reciprocal recognition of states in the mosaic of 

feature of the latter concept and practice of sovereignty is the assumed, as well as actually prac-

of positioning sovereignties toward each other and confronting them via numerous practices. 

an institution, a “set of norms and rules that include normative statements regarding authority 
and international recognition” (Rudolph 2005: 16). In this sense, I argue, sovereignty should 

regime of socializing spatial entities and their properties. Modern social life is produced due to 

***

competition in modern capitalist societies and the reciprocal change of understanding of what 

 2 This process is currently widely understood as re-scaling.
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is an element of the more fundamental process of the new modes of socializing space after 
the end of the Cold War. From this angle, the promotion of a city is not merely a range of 
attempts to reinforce and represent the competitive advantages of a given location (Young and 
Kaczmarek 1999). It is also top-down largely uncontested re-valuation and reorganization of 
the entire concept of space corresponding to the new world order and to the new standards 

-

-

of the German side, where the density of cultural institutions and short-term projects has 

in many respects differentiates the strategies of place-promotion employed in this town, 
the emphasis on tourism and the so-called soft industries. This relatively small town (around 

-
tage. It makes architecture one of the most important currencies of this geographical unit and 

-

-

The central and starting point of the data gathering for my research was the unsuccess-
ful attempt of Goerlitz (together with Zgorzelec) to apply for the status of European Capital 
of Culture 2010. The European Capitals of Culture program is one of the many initiatives to 

-

3 was precisely 

 3 
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-

project is quite a long-term undertaking, depending on a complex of structural conditions. In 
this respect the formulation of a scalar stance like “from the middle of nowhere to the heart of 
Europe”, constituent to the project, is the result of a complex process of analysis, negotiations 

-

authorities. Usually central authorities are tacitly equated with nation-state governments. I am 

two remaining candidates (together with Essen) for the title. One year later, in March 2006, 
there was the presentation of the Goerlitz-Zgorzelec ECC project to the international jury. 
Yet already in April 2006 it was announced that Essen will host the ECC 2010. After that, 

-
tor). 
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project. Its idea was to connect Goerlitz and Zgorzelec in the form of a new common city 

for culture, education, and communication4. project is a particularly interesting 
story in terms of the coordination of the hard and soft projects and in terms of the perception 

 is a persistent cultural image inherent in the analyzed location, which has 

of a rather ungrounded vision of a common cultural space for two towns and two nations, and 
in concrete infrastructural terms was used rather to frame workshops for architecture students. 
Moreover, the vision of 

to say that everything was done for the application process. No. The application process was 

5.

the application6, the new construction in the area did not take place. One of the experts from 
the cultural sector in Goerlitz, M.A., referred to the common view in town that the application 

7. In these particular historical 

units “to the heart of Europe” – is also part of the adjustment and clash of German and Polish 

constitutive stances with more tangled – more than just German and Polish states – regimes of 

of the planned, locally articulated scalar change.

 4   2004. Goerlitz: Europa Haus Goerlitz e.V.
 5 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Goerlitz in 2008.
 6 

in January 2007.
 7 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Zgorzelec in 2008.
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 is 

and one from Zgorzelec. In one semi-structured interview I was asking V.M., the director of 

of the application and received the reply that all of those projects were realized. When I asked 
, the answer was:

– 
– Existing? 
– Sure. If you have a river – you have riversides. One – here, one – there. So what Mister Baum-
gardt8

. They are many thousands of years old; they are older than mankind, especially here. 
This is the new word for an old thing, Bridge Park.
– But if you say that it is already existing structure, what has made it exist? When did it start to 
exist? After 2004? After Schengen enlargement? 
– No, the riversides have existed forever. Slavic settlers came here, settled here, and walked through 
the river... The  is a very, very delicate thing. It was the right word within the application 

deaf. They only react to 1,000 words, and something like  is one of these 1,000 words9.

in a formally identical semi-structured interview, his answer was:

Take a piece of paper and ask people to write what is , let them write it. If some of 

What does it mean – ? [ ] 

Polish people understand it in a very concrete way. Germans are talking, talking, talking, all these 
. He called me: “P., we are do-

ing ”. I said: “alright”. I called architects from Wroclaw. We made a project. Here is 

10

11.

 8 Artistic director of Goerlitz-Zgorzelec ECC 2010.
 9 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Goerlitz in 2008.
 10 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Zgorzelec in 2008.
 11 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Goerlitz in 2008.
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In the argument of this article, different ways of applying meaning to the  

culture a catalyst of city development also means that they see more scales or layers of fund-

milieu. A persistent motif in my talks with the experts from Zgorzelec was the fact that 

Polish sovereignties and the EU. Therefore such professional interpretations and evaluations 
of 

of the prevailing scalar order in the stream of the EU dynamics remain uneven and equally 

and according to their duties (which did not concern the application process directly) had to 
attend some meetings or events related to the application. The Director of Lusatian Museum 

Ireland now12 -

in order to preserve and valorize this heritage, offers work positions to specialists from out-
side of town. The overwhelming majority of the employees of the Goerlitz cultural sector 

the director of the Institute for Cultural Infrastructure in Goerlitz, V.M., says, within trans-

Accordingly, the very understanding of what the cultural sector is varies in the two 
towns. As M.A., one of the cultural managers from Goerlitz, says: “In Zgorzelec there are 
no cultural managers, there are just implementers for the communal money”.13 The point was 

 12 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Zgorzelec in 2008.
 13 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Zgorzelec in 2008.
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that people from Zgorzelec who come up with an interesting idea do not take a step forward 
-

sources. As an employee of the City Cultural Center of Zgorzelec, Z.B., says:

You know, this is the City Cultural Center. Our aim is to provide cultural education in the City 

we do more. But as the City Cultural Center we have to concentrate on the work with youth, with 
14. 

 orga-

turned out that the cultures represented on the stage in the form of music and on the counters 
in the form of traditional food were Jewish, Greek, Ukrainian, and Polish. All these cultures 

culture just across the river. If to compare such a depiction with the self-description of the work 

-

as opposed to ones in Goerlitz, renders the scales of cultural production (and valorizations on 

pushes cultural managers to follow the general EU trend of creating a common European space 

actual cooperation. Moreover, in these particular circumstances, the people on the German 
-

investments, while people from Goerlitz could say that this is a myth. In this respect the very 

 14 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Zgorzelec in 2008. 
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Goerlitz were emphasizing that it was a clearly successful venture and precisely in terms of 

active and aware. Although some of these discussions were also critical: people were question-
ing this project and insisting on using the funds for welfare and not for cultural regeneration. 
And second, more importantly, it made Goerlitz a known location on the scale of Germany, 
as the very fact that the city applied for the ECC 2010 status made national and international 
media cover the news from the city. As K.F, one of the architects from Goerlitz said, “we 

advantages”.15 As the director of 

crucial infrastructural presupposition for the application.

***

competition for valorization of different geographical locations, makes culture (concerts, 

-

– have the straightforward effect of setting the equivalence and, hence, relative uniformity 

-

machines and the key sites of lifestyle production simultaneously. The diversity and open-

which does not deviate from the prevalent wider complex of valorizations. Increasing rivalry 

-

 15 I recorded this semi-structured interview in Goerlitz in 2008.
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that competition and, hence, competitive advantages, is a form of equivalence, interchange-

In the EU, as a scalar formation discussed in this article, lifestyle is currently central 

-

-

-

and investment into Southeast Poland” (p. 382). While driving forces of re-scaling ethnicity 

-
cial change, adding to it a shade of growing commercialization of social life. For instance, 

that is in line with the demands of the EU and nation-state policies on cultural heritage and 
preservation” (Buzalka 2009: 384). At the same time Buzalka does not go further in scruti-
nizing the geographical aspects of multiculturalist staging of ethnicity. What I try to show 
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in the present article is how 

the interpretation of staged properties with the aim of valorization. When Buzalka looks at 
re-scaling as commercialization, the latter term is implicitly seen as the rules of the game 

-

part of the machinery of sovereignty. The growing orientation towards state- or sovereignty-

-

-

-

development in relation to the dynamics of other spatial entities. By discussing this case 

***

as erasing some outdated spatial structures and creating new sets of values does not make 
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much sense16

of values in the process of communication or mediation of different sovereignties and for 

-

The fact that movements are currently accelerating does not mean that the world is 

-

-
ing space.  It is usually 

forms, economic relations, political history, etc.), set of regularities of space uses. Then state 

-

the production 

 16 
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„przeograniczanie” (ponowne ograniczanie; ) przestrzeni. Kontakty i projekty transgraniczne zasa-

o nadanie im statusu Europejskiej Stolicy Kultury 2010.


