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Eden Project – the Cornwall Peninsula peculiarity

Projekt Eden – osobliwość Półwyspu Kornwalijskiego
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Abstract: The Eden Project – the largest natural scientific complex 
– was established in 2001 in the surroundings of Bodelva situated 
in the southern part of Cornwall (Great Britain). It was created 
in a kaolin pit closed down in the XIXth century. This venture 
has three main functions: natural, educational and touristic. The 
project presents unusually interesting and original architecture. 
Under light-transmitting, semicircular domes there are various 
ecosystems called biomes which differ from the external 
environment. The entire project consists of the following parts: 
the Mediterranean biome, the rainforest biome, a unit called “the 
Core” and the visitor centre. The area where all the buildings 
are located is covered by the external biome. The Eden Project is 
a huge educative institution which reflects processes occurring 
in the nature. The aim of this venture is, above all, education of 
ecological aspects concerning life on the Earth and presentation 
of the necessity to preserve the biodiversity. Since its opening, the 
Eden Project has been visited by 1.2 million tourists every year.
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Treść:  W okolicach  miejscowości Bodelva, położonej 
w południowej części Kornwalii (Wielka Brytania), w 2001 roku 
powstał Projekt Eden – największy kompleks przyrodniczy, 
utworzony w  nieczynnym od XIX wieku wyrobisku pozostałym 
po odkrywkowej eksploatacji kaolinu. Przedsięwzięcie to pełni 
trzy główne funkcje: przyrodniczą, edukacyjną i turystyczną. 
Projekt Eden charakteryzuje niezwykle ciekawa i oryginalna 
architektura. Składają się na nią przepuszczające światło 
półkuliste kopuły, pod którymi znajdują się odmienne względem 
siebie i względem środowiska zewnętrznego ekosystemy zwane 
biomami. Na całość projektu składają się: biom śródziemnomorski, 
biom lasu deszczowego, a  także obiekt zwany „Jądrem” oraz 
budynek centrum dla odwiedzających. Teren, na którym znajdują 
się wszystkie budynki, okala biom zewnętrzny. Projekt Eden to 
olbrzymia instytucja edukacyjna, która odzwierciedla relacje 
zachodzące w naturze. Celem tego przedsięwzięcia jest przede 

wszystkim nauczanie o  ekologicznych aspektach związanych 
z życiem na Ziemi oraz ukazanie konieczności zachowania 
bioróżnorodności. Od czasu otwarcia Projekt Eden corocznie 
odwiedza 1,2 mln turystów.
Słowa kluczowe: kamieniołom, krajobraz górniczy, atrakcje 
turystyczne, Projekt Eden, Kornwalia

Introduction

The discussed area is located on the tip of the south-west 
part of Great Britain called the Cornwall Peninsula which is 
250 km long and 100 km wide. This peninsula is bordered 
from the north by the Celtic Sea and the Bristol Channel, 
from the south by the English Channel. Cornwall presents 
one of the most diversified landscapes of Great Britain. The 
coastline reveals large diversity of ria forms, high cliffs and 
picturesque bays deeply incised landwards – popular destina-
tions for many tourists (Fig. 1 and 2). The peninsula is situ-
ated in the zone of temperate marine climate and that is why 
Cornwall is the warmest region of the British Islands. The 
southern tip of the peninsula is often called the Cornish  
Riveria. This place is abundant in beautiful parks and gardens 
full of exotic plants. It is possible because the average an-
nual temperature amounts to 10–12 degrees Celsius. Typical 
Cornish landscapes are vast moors and peat bogs, whereas 
forests are absent.

Cornwall population amounts some 515,000 people. Most 
of them are elder or retired persons. Previously, the local 
economy was based on mining, especially on extraction of 
tin. Ore mining in this area has a very long and complex his-
tory. Tin extraction has started here about 3,500 years ago. 
The peak of tin mining took place in the XIXth century, 
which was affected by the discovery of the steam engine. It 
is worth mentioning that one of the first Watt’s steam engines 
was installed in one of the Cornish mines (Fig. 3). In 1998 
final decline of mining industry and closure of the last mines 
took place (Schwartz & Lorenc, 2011). At that time, due to 
difficult economic situation, many mining specialists emi-
grated. This problem existed even earlier – the number of 
people who left Cornwall in the years 1815-1915 amounts 
from 250,000 to 500,000 (Schwartz, 2006). They moved to 
both, the North and the South America, Africa, Australia or 
New Zealand. Buildings of very characteristic architecture, 
hosting huge steam engines which drove the draining sys-
tems and vertical transport at the mines, prove that almost 
everywhere in the world where tin was extracted miners used 
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Attractions of the Eden Project
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